[Surgery for lung metastases].
Authors analyse the cases of lung metastasectomy collected during fourteen years in eleven thoracic surgical departments in Hungary. 668 operations were carried out on 620 patients. The primary tumor originated mainly from kidney, testis and colo-rectum. Most of the interventions were performed through median sternotomy. The tumors were removed by tissue sparing lung resections (wedge resection). The prognosis depends basically on tumor free interval, however the number and the size of the metastases and the histology of the primary tumor have also impact on it. When lung lesions appear in a cancer patient, thoracic surgeon should be consulted to consider operability. In certain cases metastasectomies can result in longer survival and better quality of life.